
. Opinions of Great Papers on Important Subjects.

MURDER BY TELEPHONE.
CHICAGO man aecusid of kllllnir his wife

vl I In a quarrel says that eavesdropping uclgu-"Y-

I 'K,r8 wuo false gossip on telephone
Conversations on u puny
friends caused tho trouble
bin wife' death and his

line iumiiy
wlt.li

IiIh statement be true, the lilumt! fur his
wife's death lies with the kind neighbors who eaves-
dropped. It Is a ease of murder by telephone.

Whether or not his statement he true, the fact re-

mains that telephone eavesdropping' Is a very common
habit and ulways likely to produce disastrous results.
The offenders a re mostly residence districts, where
listening to what the neighbors order from the butcher
and grocer and keeping track of appointments made by
loving young couples are favorite nmu.senients of women
who have nothing else to take up their time.

Those guilty are In the same category with persAs
who open letters not intended for their perusal, and
the only difference between the listener at keyholes and
the telephone sneak Is that telephone sneaking Is lss
Hkly to result In detection and punishment. This sort
f thing ought to be stopped, and some day It will be.

Chicago Journal.

THE DIVORCE EVIL.

LIE large number of divorces In the United
States and the rate at which divorce isil Increasing are frequent topics of

...... .K n iM..ti lu luiuojl ntuin allnpltf
dlVU, lliuvu ui . . ... i v n . ii 11 . - v. . vi J t" 1 i ' n
or incomplete knowledge. The Bureau of
the Census hits, however, made It possible
to judge the matter somewhat more accu

rately, for a bulletin has just been Issued which covers
the period between 1SS7 and 1001.

A previous investigation by the Bureau of Labor cov-re- d

the period from 18i7 to 1H87. It Is therefore now
possible te consult figures which cover forty years of
American life.

The first thing noted Is that the marriage rate In this
ouatry is higher than in any other in which statistics

wpon the matter are preserved. It is also a fact that
there, are far fewer illegal unions between man and
woman In America than in other countries.

This having been noted. It cannot be denied that
are astonishingly numerous, and are increasing.

The rate ef increase at the end of the forty-yea- r period
mentioned is three times as great ns the Increase
population; but even during the first decade under con-

sideration from 1870 to 18S0 the rate was two and
one naif times as great. At present, one couple in every
twelve eventually secure a divorce. Twice as many legat
separations are secured by wives as by husbands.

The cause of divorce most frequently assigned is de-

sertion, and this calls attention to something that is not
always considered in the study of divorce conditions in
America the fact that nearly nil the unlone between
man end woman In this country are legal, from which the
escape sought, if eought at all, must also be legal

1 THE RULE OF THE ROAD. X
it
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"The first day in England," says an
American traveler, "my heart Jumped
tnto my throat several times. Riding
en top of a bus, the driver would al-

ways turn toward the left when we
were about to pass another vehicle, anil
although I knew that that was the
English custom, I held on tight and
got shivers anticipating a collision ev-r- y

time. One morning I stepped up
o a pollcemam at King's Cross, to get

my bearings, and as he was disposed
to be talkative. I kept htm company.

"Among other things, I asked him
whether there was any rule requiring
pedestrians to keep to tho left. No,
lie told me, it was only for the road-
way that the rule held.

"I then asked him why it was that
fci England they always turned to the
Vft, whereas In all other countries the

ule was to turn to tho right
"'Oh, it's very Important to keep to

the left,' he said, seriously. I knew
It was very important to observe tho
rule of the road, but why tarn to the
feft?

" 'Well he said, 'I'll show you. Now
you come here and he led me to the
middle of the roadway. 'You see ho

ontlnuod, 'how the traffic moves alon.g
the two sides of the road?

"Yes, I saw, and a pretty sight It
was, too a string of all 6orts of con-
veyances coming toward us on our
right, and another inovlng away from
us on the left, ns far ns the eyo could
see.

'"Well, now and he was very im-
pressive, 'suppose you were driving
along in the middle here, and another
kerrige was coming the other w'y, and
suppose you turned to the right, don't
you see you would be getting in the
Wy of all those vehicles?"

"Yes, I saw that.
" 'Well, that's why wo always turn

to the left
"I learned afterward that the 'bob-

by' expected a tip for all the Informa-
tion he had given me."

ENGLAND'S PERIL.

Lard Hubert, Her (ireuteat Soldier,
t'reutea u Derp Seuaullon.

Iord Roberts, field marshal of the
Uritish army and the greatest of Brit-
ish generals, created a sensation during
a recent debate, ui the House of Lords
by saying that England needed an army
of 1,000,000 men In order to be safe
fioni invasion. He pointed out the com-
parative ease with which Germany
could land an army on the shores of
Eitgluud and asserted that the defense
of Kngland needed immediate attention.

Vessels capable of accommodating
I'no.OOU men always were available in
tho northern ports of Germany, he said,
and as a result of the new German
service low, 200,000 men could be col-

lected in the districts of the nearest
jort without any trouble. The grent
German steamship lines were iu con-
stant practice in embarking and disem-
barking, and as the railroads were own-
ed by the State all preliminaries, up to
the actual dispatch of troops, could be
arrled out with the utmost secrecy,

flermany was perfectly aware, tho field
marshal went on, that It would be es-
sential for her transports to evade the
British fleet, and she could easily db
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other words, a divorce. In many foreign countries, on
the other hand, although divorce is hard to secure, many
unions are formed which, as they were not sanctioned by
law, require no law to break, and therefore no divorce
li recorded. Moreover, the very dllllculty of securing di-

vorce leads to large numbers of desertions and separa-
tions, which also never appear in the tables of divorce
statistics.

More uniform and perhaps more stringent laws are
needed !n America, but the facts Just referred to must
be regarded ns lightening to some degree's picture that
is always painted in very soler colors. Youth's
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It would be folly, said Lord Roberts,
for Englishmen to shut their eyes to
these possibilities, however much peace
Is desired. The startling events In the
near East have brought home to the
most careless observer that nothing
could save that country which Is not
prepared to protect itself. If Groat
Britain continues to neglect the most
ordinary precautions, she may some
day find herself in the hands of the
invader and be forced to submit to the
most humiliating conditions.

This danger is daily becoming more
threatening. Within a decade Germany
has created the greatest sea power that
ever existed, except Great Britain's,
and at the present moment it is formid-
able. Measures are being taken to In-

crease that power. It is calculated that
there are 80,000 Germans In employ
ment In Great Britain. They train-
ed soldiers, and if a German force once

lohd EOBxare.

landed on these shores would be
ready help.

Lord Roberts contended that it was
not absolutely essential for a nation to
command the sea In order carry out
an invasion. A temporary local com-
mand would suffice, and this was per-
fectly understood in The
main temptation to the invasion of
Great Britain was the want of a

which ought to consist of a mill-
ion men. Across the narrow were
00,000,000 Germans, who, persever-
ance, industry, sound education and

training, had made themselves
ft great nation. They required outlets

their commerce and population.
That Great Britain's military weak-

ness would In all probability he the
cause of the loss of her naval suprem-
acy was the conclusion reached by the
field marshal.

EIO OUTLAY IN PANAMA.

far Moll of l,i:il,ooo M Month
One of Ila M7iilfl-uu- t lVularea,

tho canal zone concession was
obtained from the I'anauianlau govern-
ment it cost $50,000,000 in cold cash.
It has required $75,000,000 more dig
the canal to its present point. vVmgress
appropriated $30,000,000 for the ex-

penses of the year euded Dec. 31, 1908.
Optimists place the total expense at
$300,000,000. Pessimists do not pause

of $500,000,000, says a writer in
Putnam's.

A pay roll of $1,434,00 has to be met
month In a year's time ex-

penditure sxceedlng $17,000,000. This
item for employment alone, remember.

the last census Unci Saw wu fir
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ing work to 31,024 men. It Is casting
anywhere from $150,000 to $250,000 a
month to protect the health of Panama.
In an average month the sanitary de-
partment costs $200,000. The expenses
of the civil administration present a
monthly total of from $53,00 to
$67,000. More than $100,000 a nth
is being spent in municipal Improve-
ments.

A gingerbread trimming this? Per-
haps, but It must be remembered that
the Tanama of to-da-y Is literally built
on a pie crust over a seething pesthole.
Ten years ago some fifty men in every
1.000 were dying annually fresi the
tropical death vapors.

About $500,000 is spent annually for
coal. Up to the present time over
$8,000,000 has been expended for new
buildings. It requires about $115,000
every twelve months to protect this
property from fire. The expenses o
equipment pass the $1,000,000 mark
every thirty days.

And so the money flies oven as the
dirt flies at Panama.

Hard on tha General.
An old lady passed away at Carls-

bad, where she had gone for her health.
Hernearest relation, a nephew, ordered
her body to be sent home for burial
as was her last wish In the auiet little
country churchyard.

His surprise can be lmasrlned when
on the arrival of the coffin he opened
it Tor a last look at the remains and
found, instead of his Aunt Marv. the
majestic form of an English general in
run regimentals, whom he remembered
had chanced to die at the same time
and place as his aunt

At once he cabled to tho general's
heirs, explaining tho situation and r- -
questlng Instructions.

They canrts back as follows:
"Give the general quite funeral.

Aunt Mary Interred to-da- y with full
military honors, six brass bands, salut
ing guns." Tit Bits.

Moat Important Wan.
Perhaps the most Important wars.

from the standpoint of civilization and
progress, were, first, the Gra(.-Per-sia- n

war of 400 B. C, in which tho
oriental wave was prevented from
deluging Europe; second, the struggle
between the r ranks and the Moors,
which ended at the battle of Tonrs
with the defeat of the Moors, thus sav
ing Europe from Mohammedanism and
Its stagnation ; third, the Napoleonic
wars, which shook up Europe, destroy
ing the remnants of feudalism and
paving the way for modern democracy.
and the American war of 18C1-C-

which preserved tho integrity of the
great republic and so made it possi-
ble for the United States to work out
It (splendid destiny among the nations
of the earth. New York Ame lean.

Betting In llii urerr.
"Mamma." said lit r boy, "I Just

mado a bet."
"What was it?" she asked.
"I bet Billy my cap against two shoe

buttons that you'd giv e me a iensy to
got some apples with, You don't want
me to lose my cap, do you?"

'lie got the penny. Philadelphia In.
qulrer.

Ask a woman tliu me usuremeut of her
parlor aud she will rej ly by telling how
many caTd tables she can put in 1L

If a man Is financially wea'j he's in
this to stand a loan.

WrrHCRX'T OF LUISENOSL

California Indiana Still Can
alt Tlielr Skamana.

The culture of the Lnlseno Indians Is
discussed by Philip Stedman Kparkman
In one of the rvernl publications of the
University of California. Spsrkstan,
who was killed last year nt his home
at It I noon, near Valley Center, San
Diego County, Cab, tun! for years spent
much time in communication with the
Lulsctios of Hlncon and vicinity. Among
bis pacrM was found the one dealing
with the culture of these jieople, and
It has published without many
alterations. He discusses the food of
the l.ulseno, their clothing, pottery,
basketry, weapons. Implements, games,
and other matters which have a bear-
ing on their manner of lire. In telling
nlsnit "shamanism'' (witchcraft) be
fciys :

"As may be snposed. witchcraft Is
still much believed In, though not near-
ly so much as formerly. A person
shose children are dying, even of such
a disease as consumption, will Imagine
that some evilly disposed person Is be-

witching them. lie will perhaps go
to some wizard and ask him who Is
killing his children. The wizard will
Inform him that a certain person Is
doing so, and after this nothing will
make the man believe otherwise.

"To bewitch a person it is considered
necessary to get something belonging
to his body, ns a little of his hair, the
parings of his nails, some of his blood,
or a handkerchief that he has blown
his nose In. For this reason It was
formerly customary when one had his
hair cut to carefully sweep every par-
ticle, carry It away, aud bury it, for
fear that some enemy might possess
himself of it to bewitch lilui. Some
follow this custom still.

"One method employed by the wiz-

ards is said to be to make small Images
of the people they wish to kill nnd to
perforin their Incantations over them.
It Is said that such linages have some-
times been found, either accidentally or
in the bouse of a wizard after his
death. Should the tinder burn them
the death of the wizard Is said to fol-

low Invariably.
"The wi.ards, shamans, or medicine

men, by whichever name they may be
called, are nearly nil doctors. An In-

dian has but little faith lu medicine,
but iniuii more in the supernatural
powers of the medicine men. It is a
fact that the latter use remedies made
from plants to some extent, but they
rely mostly on shamanlstio practices."

New York 1'ost.

Mm
"Hastus, does Farmer Jones keep

chickens." "Well, boss, he do keep
some of 'em."

Maud You have no idea how Jeal-
ous my husbnnd Is, dear. Kitty (her
dearest friend) Pshaw, he's flattering
you.

y

'The spirit of your husband wishes
to speak with you, madam." "What
does lie say?" "He says that he
doesn't have to dress In a cold room."

The Bohemian.
"When you get to Washington, son,

don't you be afraid to work for the
public service." "No, dad. It's the
Secret Service I'm afraid of." Cleve-
land Plain IVnler.

Irene A girl shouldn't marry a man
till she knows all about him. Evelyn

Good gracious! If she knew all
about him she wouldn't mnrry hi in.
Philadelphia Inquirer.

May The bride nearly fainted dur-
ing the wedding, nnd had to be sup-

ported by her father until it was over.
Jim Yes, nnd now I heur her father
is supporting both of them.

"Speaking of poetry, does the modern
school make us think?" "Well, it makes
us hustle for the dictionary, that is,
those of us who have any curiosity at
all." Louisville Courier-Journa- l. '

Tom I ate some of the cake she
made Just to make myself solid. Dick

Did you succeed? Tom I couldn't
feel any more solid If T had eaten con-

crete or building stone. Utica Her-
ald.

Wiggles I bc.'.r i:jenks bus been
very ill. Is lie out of danger yet?
Waggles Well, he's convalescent ; but
he won't be out of danger until that
pretty nurse who has been taking care
cf him lias gone away. Life.

Medical Student What did you oper
ate on that man fnr? Eminent Sur-
geon Two hundred dollars. Medical
Student I mean, what did he have?
Eminent Surgeon- Two hundred dol-

lars. The Christian Register.
I'nrke I don't know what I am ever

going to tlo with that boy of mine. He
is cureless ami absolutely reckless of
consequent's, and doesn't seem to care
for any one. I.aue Good! You can
make a taxlcab driver out of him.
Life.

Mrs. Murphy Arrali! "lis Saterdah
nl-- ht an' Hi' i'ncth'ry fi.slir down,
an' iiinmy don't knowfiiet her he'll
git his pay or not. Mrs. Flaherty
licle he culm s limne now. Mrs, Mur- -

! - Wii Til ! ii lie ain't been paid!
Cleveland Leader.
Kind l iii i.'l 11. i. peck, let me Intro-

duce you tu Glass, the grent
hypnotist, who im put any one to
shop within two minutes afler siart-li:g- .

Il"iipc-1- ; Glad to meet you, pro-fcysn-r.

Come, let me introduce you to
my wife. Tin l' llie'iilan.

"You must do your best." said Mrs.
lvniiih to the new coou. "My husband
Is very part about the way his
food Is prepared." "Yessiun," said the
new cool;, sympathetically; "ain't these
men all alikyV No .;, .m take my hus-
band; "

I novVr was le to cook any-
thing to please him hi all my life!"
Cleveland Lender.

una fi r I bmiUa.
When the burglar had bound the ar-

tist aud put him in a chair lie searched
Ids studio.

"I don't see anything worth taking,
be said by ami by, "but this suit' of
clothes."

"Than goodness!" said tbt arthrtl
"it's not paid for."

WINTER IN THE C0U7TTRT.

Just think of the farmers
In inltts and pulse-warmer- s,

With frost ou the whiskers and Hush on the nosel
And think of the llnrs
Around the wood Ores,

Imbibing hard cider and toasting thrlr toes J

And think of the slaying
And scalding and Haying.

Of quarter-to- n orkcrs Just rolling In fat!
And think of them maklu'
The Pitch and the bacon.

The uausages, rpn the hams and all that!

It's reHlly a pity
To live in the city.

Where snowdrift an black and rheumatics reside,
When villages bandy
Are having a dandy

Old winter with genuine snow on the side.

And here It I raining
And folks are complaining

Of hard and soft eihls. Intiuenza and grippe!
It's really a pity
To live lu tho city.

Where winter is nothing but slush, slop and slip.
-- Pittsburg Gazette.

THEWELL IN

f 1ii - Jit I

For two hundred miles to the north- -

hard of Death Valley, the terrible, tho
land Is a desert. The mountains are
sculptured In frowning rock, the val-
leys are absolutely waterless, barren.
and forbidding. But man Is there
man who has life to exchange for gold

and here nnd there he has dug a
well, for the gains thereof are abund-
ant. Gold Circle camp Is 31 mile from
the nearest approach of a railroad. The
space between is a lifeless desolation.

Val Maynard sat on n box in the
flare of the sun at the Bright Hope
mine In Gold Circle Camp, where he
and his partner had delved for. gold,
and he was grimly accepting defeat.

He was far nway In thought and
mod when the crunch of Blr.ke's foot-
steps on the rock strewn hillside,
aroused htm from his dreams. Blake
was as young and larce ns Maynard,
but bfs gaze was far less steady.

For a moment after his partner's j.

Maynard remained unmovlng on
his box. He was looking at Blake,
and the smile of a comrade played In
his eyes. "Well," he Raid, finally,
"you've had a pretty hot climb from
the camp, Howard. Any luck? Any
fold in the rock? Any letters?"

Blake hesitated for a second, then
told a --double lie.

"No letters," he said. "No luck."
In his pocket lay a letter addressed

to Maynard in Helen Woodruff's band
such a letter as Maynard had hard-

ly dared to dream she might have sent.
It was opened, and Blnke read its
lines. And besldo the letter lay a fold-

ed sheet ef paper on which the camp's
most dispassionate assay or bad written
a terse report on the sample of rock
which Blake and his partner had sub-

mitted for the test of acid and fire. It
declared the rock to be rich worth
Ave thousand dollars to the ton.

Maynard felt the rays of happiness
fade frem his nnture. A dullness came
Into his eyes. "Well. I didn't expect
much else," he said after a moment's
pause; "but eur luck might have
changed a little, at last."

"We cnu drop everything Just ns It
stands, nsd sell our lease on the claim
for five hundred dollars. Tho money's
on denoRlt at the bank," said Blake.
, Maynard looked at his partner

"We can sell our lease
for five hundred dollars?" ho echoed.
"Somebody wants to go on digging here
where we have fulled?"

"That's what I said," answered
Blake, without meeting his partner's
gaze.

Maynard was silent for a moment.
Then bo said: "Oh, we're up against

It. We're cleaned out. I'd be glad of
half the five hundred. It's a grub-
stake, anyway. But what are we go-

ing to tackle next?"
j Blake looked at hlni peculiarly. "You
can do what you like." he answered
shortly.

"I?" said Maynard. "Do you mean
we'll not be partners any longer?"

"No good In It, Is there?" demanded
Pilake irritably.

"I thought I felt this coming" said
Maynard quietly. 'Things couldn't
have gone on ns they were when we
left New York together."

They went. The fve hundred dol-

lars that Blake had mentioned was
there. It was his. He had saved the
sum like a miser, to meet some such
Moment of demand. A paper was hIkii-e- l

by himself and Maynard, conveying
their title In the lease to "Folger &
Company," and tin hole which had cost
two thousand dollars, money almost en-

tirely supplied by Maynard, passed to
tho secret ownership of Blake alone.

Blako disappeared temporarily from
Gold Circle Camp, and for fourteen
fluys Val Maynard had wandered lu the
bugs desolation of mountains, a com
mon prospector, searching the hills for
any sign of gold. He was thin, uu
kempt and ill-fe- Then he returned to
the camp, whero his hopes, funds and
euerglos bad been ruthlessly thrown to
the winds. At the claim on the hill
where he had mined with his partner
there were ore sacks. Oiled wltb pre-
cious quarts, heaped like a wall on the
former dump, and two hired miners
were gouging a cleft of IU goJilaa hoard

THE DESERT
as If a very fiend had been goading at
their backs.

Blake was there. When Mavnard
confronted him at last, he read with
clearness the meaning of the cold, hard
gleam that played In his former part-
ner's eyes.

"How's thisf he said. "Are von
working here now for Folger A Com-
pany, who bought our leaser

"Don't try to get funny. Mavnnrd."
said his former friend. "You're a
quitter; you've got a streak of yellow

' oiwu. i got on, that's all, and
took up the lease myself."

"I see," said Maynard, coolly enough,
aware of his helpless position. "And
also, if I remember corrertiy, Blake,
you were the one who always had. the
assays made, aud you always reported
no gold."

When the word went round that
Howard Blake had cleaned ttp and
sacked fully eighty thousand dollars'
worth of ore, and that he and the rock
would go out together on a freighter
to the railroad, a solitary horseman
rode promptly forth from Gold Circle
camp to the station in the middle of the
desert. It was Maynard, come a day
ahead of Blake, who would ride on a
load or golden ore. Aye, it was May-
nard. grim and hardened, and with
something of exceptional Importance to
discuss with the man who owned the
well.

That night the man leased the well
nnd station to Maynard for a period of
4S hours, and riding sway to enjoy his
brief vacation, he Jeft the new-mad- e

proprietor alone in full possession.
In the rooming the teamRters who

watered their stock at the trough made
settlement with Maynard and went
their way, to brave the heat and dust
that would lodgo upon them all day
long, like nnembodled things of prey.
Maynard began to wait.

The morning passed; the heat of the
sun was intense. Not a breath of air
was stirring n the desert. In the af-
ternoon there was a cloud of dust on
tho rond, so far away southward In the
level desolation that it seemed a mere
blur on the landscape.

The dust cloud centered ail May-nard- 's

faculties. At length wagons, two
of them, bitched one behind the other,
were almost upon tho station and
Blake was not in sight. Maynard's
heart sank. The herses were halted be-

fore the place. A team more utterly
exhausted, more nearly famished for
drink, had never arrived at the well.
The'r load was extra heavy; the heat
hud druuk up and dried out their very
tltallty.

The driver, like a figure modelled in
dust, stiffly alighted from the nlgh-whe- cl

animal. He was a small, thin
faced man, nearly fifty years of age.
Then up from a resting place In the
foremost wugon rose a second human
form. It was Blake; and the small,
ugly sacks piled on tho wagons contain-
ed the gold be bad snatched from a
cleft in the adamant

'Maynard waited where he stood,
quietly, Blake had not yet beheld him.

"You might as well git out," said the
teamster to his passenger. "We stay
nil night and water and feed tho stock."

Maynard stepped forward to the
teamster's side, unobserved by Blake.
"You'll water your team I think you
sold?" he Inquired hoarsely.

"Water 'cm? Don't you neo they're
near droppln'?" answered tho teamster.

"I own the place," said Maynard-"Th-e

price of watering here at this
station will be two thousand dollars a
head for every one of your twenty
horses."

The man stared at him blankly.
"Two thou Suy, ur you crazy?"

he said. Then lie cried out shrilly;
"Here, Mr. Blake, come here and listen
to this here racket! This feller says
he's golu' to chargo me two thousand
dollars a head to wet tho stock."

Blake came up actively. In his coat-
ing, of dust he loomed larger than usual.
Ills eyes were glinting almost savagely.
"What are you talking about?" ho de-

manded. "Who "
His eyes met Maynard's. A paleness

came upon his face at sight of his for-
mer partner, confronting him here in
tin- - desert.

Blake's face was distorted with sud-

den ruge. 'This Is robbery !" he cried.
"You don't get an ounce of tho ore I've
got on the load I"

"Robbery?" said Maynard. "1 call It
part of the game. You've heard the
price. Pull out without watering if
you cau."

"Yes, I will. I'll go on without tho
water I" roared Blake lu his wrath.
"Brown, get up and start along!"

"Nope. No twenty dead horses for
me," said the teamster. "You aud the
ore and me and the carcasses would
land maybe flvo miles further up the
road."

"It's up to you, Blake," said May-

nard quietly. "And don't reckou on
Boding m a quitter.'

m fir yon for this!" cried Blake,'
suddenly whipping out a pfslol.

Maynard launched himself forward
and hurled the revolver to the ground.
Then he caught It up, and thrusting It
Into his pocket

The harness was all iion the ground.
Blake could see for himself that tho
horses were barely able to stand. They
were led to a long, empty manger In,
tho Inclosure, and secured there side by
side. They were pitiable objects for
the lack of drink.

The sun went down. Blake, near the
wagons, nnd Maynard, near the well.
miw the shades of twilight creep
nthwart the desert The battle tmd be.
gun. On Maynnrd's part the game
was one of alertness nnd waiting. Tha
night ennie on and the moon rose. May-iiiir- d

remained on guard 'irslde tlx
well. Out by his famishing horses
Brown made his bed. From time ti
time he petted and spoke to bis ani-
mals, and they mutely begged and
pleaded for water. Blake paced up and
down, near his cargo of ore.

The desert stillness came across th
world. Maynard was suffering In-

tensely. All the heat In bis nature had
cooled and left him passionless aud

The plight of the help-
less Worses was nearly driving the man
Insane. He fought a mighty battle with
himself, alone there in the moonlight
He had been shamelessly robbed. He
felt entitled to his vengeance, his price
for the water. The trick was In his
grasp; the game was bis 'own. But
those horses. Innocent of any wrong,
faithful unto the end, patient endur-
ing, dumb they wero undergoing un-
told agonies, with the cool scent of
water In their nostrils.

Maynard could endure no more. Ills
grlmness vanished abruptly, and com-
passion took its place. All the wealth
In Ophlr, all the vengeance of hades,
could not have assuaged his mental
and bodily anguish. Quickly, but silent
ly and stealthily, as one who commits
a deed forbidden, he hastened to the
manger, untied a pair of the horses and
led them to the trough. And the way
they drank made hlni sick and faint
with shame. Then eagerly he led an-

other and another pair, till all had .

filled their grateful bodies and thanked
him with their eyes.

ne fed them then, and his heart was '

welling with ecstasy and pain as he
watched them eat the hay and asunch
the grain with which he supplied their
boxes. He sat on a plank near by, to
listen like a boy to the comfortable
sounds that they made; and a vision
of nelen Woodruff's eyes came out of
the desert somewhere and brought him
infinite peace. It was there that the
pale moon left him, when it sank be-

hind the desert's edge. It waa there tha
sun discovered him when It rose above
the hills. De was fast asleep, leaning
against a post

Somewhat after 5 o'clock la the
morning he was finally wakened by the
sounds of heavy bundles falling to tha
earth. He started to his feet and
glanced across the intervening space
between himself and Blake's two loaded
wagons. The sight that met his gaze
was unbelievable. Blake himself was
on one of the loads, laboriously hurling
sack after sack of the precious ore to a
heap upon the ground.

Slowly Maynard approached the
place. "Howard," be said In his old-tim- e

way, "you needn't pay the price.
The team bas been wittered."

Blake stood up among the sacks, and
looked down at his former partner pe-
culiarly. "I know," he said. "I wasn't
asleep. I saw it all. But thank God,
Val,' I had already made np my mind
to give In aud uduiit that half the gold
belonged to you by rights! You're
squarer than I am and better stuff.'
He heaved off two more sacks, and
added, "Don't ask me to tell you what
a low-dow- n cad I've been; we both
know that's enough." f

An uneven pyramid, comprising one
niore than half the sacks of gold bear-
ing rock, was heaped upon the earth,
and Blake descended from the wagon.
He came to Maynard courageously.

"Here's a letter of yours I opened
and kept" b" confessed doggedly, and
be held out the letter that Helen Wood-
ruff had sent to the man she loved.

Maynard took tt In wonder.
"Don't read It for a few minutes-plea- se,"

Blake requested, his face suf-
fused, then deathly pale. "I hope I
wish you'd shake."

Maynard could make no answer. Ho
merely took the outstretched hand In
his own and gave it a long, steady grip.

And half an hour later he stood alone
by the well, watching whero the twen-
ty willing horses plodded away across
the desert, drawing tho wagons that
held only half their former load. And
Blake, looming fall and erect on some
of the ugly sacks, waved him farewell
from the rising cloud of dust Mon-

treal Star. .

Clenrlna; It Up.
"To which Is a man more closely re-

lated," said the genealogist, "bis first
divorced wife's second husband or his
present wife's first divorced husband?"

"So far as I can see, one tie Is about
as close as the other," said a thought-
ful friend.

"So I should say," said the genealo-
gist, "but Billy Bowen must have fig-

ured out a difference. Anyhow, when
his first wtfo's second husband died
Billy went to a bull game, but when
his present wife's first husband died
he went Into mourning. I can't under-
stand that."

"I can," said the thoughtful friend.
"Billy's present wife was on tho point
of divorcing him so she could remarry
her first husband. Now that he is
dead she has decided to stick to Billy."

"Ah!" said the genealogist. New
Y"ork Press.

To II 8 are.
"Even a street car company," moral

i.ed the smoker ou the front platform,
"sometimes deserves credit for polite-
ness. That sign up there, for instance,
'Motormen must not talk to passengers,
is merely a po111 way of serving no-

tice on the passengers that they must
not talk to tho motorman."

It's oidy a matter of time outll a
white lie takes on a somber hue.

How an ignorant man doea wjojr
banding out Information!

x


